
Overdose deaths 
involving synthetic 

opioIds rose 12-fold 
among Hispanics

(2013-2017).7

YOU CAN HELP SAVE LIVES - CARRY NALOXONE!

AN OVERDOSE CAN HAPPEN ANYWHERE.

If you suspect an opioid overdose, administer NALOXONE 
and get emergency medical assistance right away. 
NALOXONE is a small, easy to carry medicine that rapidly 
reverses an opioid overdose.

Looking for
NALOXONE?
Visit: www.naloxoneforall.org

Overdose deaths 
involving synthetic opioIds 

rose 18-fold among 
Non-Hispanic Blacks

(2013-2017).7

In a 10-state study, almost 57% of 
people who died from an 
overdose tested positive for 
fentanyl and fentanyl analogs also 
tested positive for cocaine, 
methamphetamine, or heroin. 3

Increase in deaths involving 
fentanyl and cocaine accounted 
for 90% of the increase in 
cocaine-related mortality. 
(2015–2016). 5

The number of overall cocaine 
deaths almost doubled and the 
proportion of these deaths 
involving fentanyl increased from 
32.6% to 52.4% (2016-2017). 6

In 25 states, illegally 
manufactured fentanyl deaths 
increased by 11%. 
Benzodiazepines, cocaine, or 
methamphetamine were present 
in 63% of opioid deaths. 4
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Overdose deaths 
involving synthetic opioids 

rose 9.2-fold among 
Non-Hispanic Whites 

(2013-2017).7

FENTANYL IS IMPACTING MINORITIES AT AN ALARMING RATE.
Despite non-Hispanic Whites having the highest mortality rate due to synthetic opioids other than methadone in 2017, 
non-Hispanic Blacks experienced the highest change in rate compared with other ethnic populations from 2013 to 2017.

YOU DON'T HAVE TO USE OPIOIDS TO BE AT-RISK FOR A FENTANYL-RELATED OVERDOSE.

Many people are exposed to fentanyl without knowledge while others use it intentionally because of its potency.



HOW TO RECOGNIZE THE SIGNS OF AN OVERDOSE. 

TEST YOUR DRUGS FOR FENTANYL.

Immediate action saves lives! Good Samaritan Laws protect you when you are trying to help someone in need.
HOW TO REVERSE AN OVERDOSE.

Tilt the individual’s
head back to make
sure their airways

 are open.

Apply chest
compressions.

Even if your drugs test negative for fentanyl, use caution and remember the harm reduction steps to take.

ADMINISTER
NALOXONE

ADMINISTER
CPR

GIVE NALOXONE
AGAIN

REMAIN CALM
& COMFORTING

CALL 911
IMMEDIATELY

https://www.narcan.com/static/Gen1-Instructions-For-Use.pdf  

Administer
additional Naloxone

if the person does not 
regain color or 

breathing, otherwise 
continue chest 

compressions, until
help arrives. 

If the person is revived, 
remain calm and 

compassionate and 
encourage them to 

accept help or stay in a 
public place.
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Harm reduction is all about keeping people safe in a practical way. Simple tips are to: 

Even though the 
person is 

unresponsive, 1) 
Announce that you 
are going to give 

naloxone 2) Spray 
the naloxone in the 

person’s nose.

Call 911, or direct 
someone nearby to 

call and say that you 
are supporting a 

suspected 
overdose.

FENTANYL TEST STRIPS CAN BE USED TO DETERMINE 
THE PRESENCE OF FENTANYL IN YOUR SUBSTANCE.9
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Disclaimer: This resource was funded in part with federal funds from the National Institute on Drug Abuse, Center for the Clinical Trials Network Dissemination Initiative (contract # 
75N95020C00028RFP). The content was developed by experts and researchers and does not necessarily reflect the official position of the National Institute on Drug Abuse, National 
Institutes of Health, Department of Health and Human Services; nor does mention of trade names, commercial practices, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. government. 
This information should not be considered a substitute for legal counsel or individualized patient care and treatment decisions.


